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partition has been more and more distinctly defined, and
perpetuated through locality, and by each of the three
divided sections assuming or receiving distinctive appella-
tions :—

The Ottaways remaining about the spot of their final
separation, and being thereby the most easterly section,
were first discovered by the white race, who bartered with
them their merchandise for furs. They for many years
acted as a medium between the white traders and their
more remote western brethren, providing them in turn at
advanced prices, with their much desired commodities.
They thus obtained the name of Ot-tah-way, “trader,”
which they have retained as their tribal name to the
present day. The Potta-wat-um-ees moved up Lake
Michigan, and by taking with them, or for a time per-
petuating the national fire, which according to tradition was
sacredly kept alive in their more primitive days, they have
obtained the name of “ those who make or keep the fire,”
which is the literal meaning of their tribal cognomen.

The Ojibways, pressing northward and westward, were
soon known as an important and distinetive body or tribe,
and meeting with fierce and inveterate enemies, the name
of Ojibway, “ to roast till puckered up,” they soon obtained
through practising the old eustom of torturing prisoners
of war by fire, as has already been mentioned more fully
in a previous chapter. The original cause of their emigra-
tion from the shores of the Atlantic westward to the area
of Lake Superior, is buried in uncertainty. If pressed or
driven back by more powerful tribes, which is a most
probable conjecture, they are not willing to acknowledge
yit

From the earliest period that their historical traditions
treat of, they tell of having carried on an exterminating

1 See History of Ojibways based upon documents, in this volume.



